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NEWS TIPS
FRIDAY, DEC. 8:

THOUSANDS TO VISIT UD FOR CHRISTMAS ON CAMPUS
CELEBRATION

More than 1,200 Dayton-area children will ring in the holidays with University of
Dayton students Friday, Dec. 8, during UD's 37th annual Christmas on Campus event.
Every year on Dec. 8, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, University students,
faculty and staff break from their daily routines to welcome children and families from the
Miami Valley for a festive, campus-wide celebration that is open to the public.
More than 8,000 people are expected to attend the event, which includes crafts, games,
performances, a live nativity scene and an appearance by Santa Claus.
UD students will have already spent many hours transforming campus into a winter
wonderland with lights and decorations by kick-off time at 6 p.m. Brother Raymond L. Fitz,
S.M., University president, will lead the countdown to the lighting of the Christmas tree in the
Kennedy Union Plaza. A live nativity scene and a surprise entrance by Santa Claus will also be
featured at this time.
The evening's activities will culminate in a Mass at 9:30p.m. in the Frericks Center. More
than 5,000 people traditionally attend the Eucharistic celebration.
Other activities include:
6:00 to 7:00 p.m.

A guitar sing-along will be featured in the lobby of the Jesse Philips
Humanities Center.

6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Children will sit on Santa's lap and have their photos taken in the lobby
of the Jesse Philips Humanities Center.

6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

A carnival with games sponsored by various student organizations will
be held in Collins Gymnasium of the Physical Activities Center.
Children will participate in various craft-making activities from
gingerbroud houses to puppets in classrooms on the first and second
floors of Miriam Hall.
A model train display can be viewed in the Barrett Dining Room on the
first floor of Kennedy Union.
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6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

UD students will entertain with a variety of dance routines in the
Kennedy Union Boll Theatre and Torch Lounge.
Santa and his elves, Rudy Flyer and the World's Most Dangerous Juggling
Club will roam campus.

7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Children will pet animals from the Columbus Zoo in the ballroom on the
second floor of Kennedy Union.

8:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Instrumentalists and vocalists will fill the Immaculate Conception Chapel
with the sounds of Christmas.

For media interviews, call the Christmas on Campus office at (937) 229-3483.

